GAME THEORY

In video game art curator [sabelle Arvers
world, borders are being abolished left, righe
and centre. The future of mash-ups is bright,

The history of video games is closely connected
with ‘doing things you're not supposed to’ with
technology - something we're particularly cxcited
about at Hack Circus. Is it this opportunity for
subverting intonded use that particularly appoeals?

The history of games almost begins with
subversion. Spxace War, one of the first computer
games, was a hack developed by computer
seientists at MIT. 20 years lates, the demo scene
began with gamers hacking cartridges to put
their names in the intro credits. Machinima
developing cinematic ideas in virtual worlds -
evolved from this; another diversion from the
original purpose of video games.

[ became interested in computer games in the
late gos. It was such a powerful way of manipu-
lating prople’s minds — especially in the hands
of big companies who were producing and
marketing triple A games. So I decided that
we - curators, critics el — had to promote
alternative and artistic uses of video games, and
to distribute other types of games: experimental,
strange productions...

Fm really happy 1o see this becoming a ‘trend’.
I always enjoved reverse engineering tech, and
the situationist notion of detournément. It runs
in the family. My grandfather was an anarchise
and libertarian and my father was born in South
Tunisia and had to do everything by himself:
shoes, glasses, clothes, ete. He was so against the
consumerist society that he got me into DIY very
carly! Anyway, that’s what [ like in DIY: 8-bit
music, machinima, weird games. They transform
mass consumables into a mode of expression,

How do you think developments in toechnology
will change the face of ‘video game art’ in the
next 15 yoars?

In 40 years, games became hyper-realistic —
somehow untrue — and more about graphic
design than game play. There’s reaction against
this now; a sense that commercial games don't
reflect diversity or express anything like the
passible range of subjects. More and more 100s,
like Game Maker, Canstrukt, Unity, are accessible
to developers, artists and game designers. Tools
like Mikey Mikey and Arduine suggest yet more
possibilities for interested amateurs,

Sa I don't know what will happen in the next
15 years. [ see what is happening now in the games
and art scene, though: more and more art is being
produced using games. Equally, more and more
developers and game designers are producing
unfinished or imperfect creations through game
jams, bundles, afid places like Baby Castle and
Game Labs in LA,

With platforms like Steam promoting them,
the backing of high strect vendors is no longer
needed, So we have game-like art and artistic
games enjoying online distribution — it’s the
dawn of a new era!
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